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Overview



Participation vs. Visitation



WHAT IS A VISIT?

From the Kottke Report

A visit is defined as a single person downhill skiing or 
snowboarding at a lift-served ski area for all or part of one day. 

WHO IS A PARTICIPANT?

An individual person who participates at least once during a 
season.

One participant may account for multiple skier visits within a season. 

First, some definitions

Participant Visit

Bodie 8

Lindsey 10

Ted 15

Mikaela 35

Travis 2

Chloe 6

6 Participants 76 Visits



2024/25 was the second-
best season on record in 
terms of resort visitation. 

These numbers include both 
skiing and snowboarding.

The trend over the past 8 
seasons has been positive.
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All figures in millions
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But visitation masks the number of participants in 

individual sports
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Despite declines in ski 
participation, average days 
have actually increased. 
This helps boost visitation 
numbers.

Snowboarding participation 
has been increasing, but the 
average days have remained 
relatively flat.

Average Days

Frequency is also masking some declines as people go 
more on average

Average Days



Ski

Snowboard

The long-term trend 
is up with some of 
the highest 
participation in 
recent years.

Relatively flat in 
recent years

Despite the average 
days being 
unchanged, a greater 
number of 
participants is helping 
boost visitation. 

The long-term 
trend is down, 
though the most 
recent years have 
been flatter

Trending upward in 
recent years

Despite fewer 
participants, an 
increase in average 
days is helping overall 
visitation stay strong.

Participants Average Days Visitation

Combining all three



Big Picture Trends
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The overall trend for 
winter sports is up, 
but not for skiing

Participation overall is up, 
driven largely by sledding, cross 
country, snowshoeing, and 
snowboarding.

Skiing has declined (it has never 
fully recovered post-Covid).

Snowboarding has seen steady 
growth until this past season.

Skiing

Sledding/Tubing

Snowboarding

Cross Country

Snowshoeing
Fat biking
AT
Snowboard Touring

All figures in 000’s
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Participation Rate

Snowboarding

Skiing

All snowsports

The participation rate for skiing has been declining; 
snowboarding decreased last season

The participation rate is the 
proportion of the population 
(6 and older) that were a 
participant.

If the population overall is 
growing (as it is in the US), a flat 
participation rate will actually 
translate into more participants. 

• A growing participation rate 
means participation is 
increasing faster than the 
population as a whole.

• A declining participation rate 
means participation is not 
keeping up with population 
growth.



Participation declines through:

• People leaving the sport

We call these “lost” – they participated 
last season but not this season

Number of 
participants 
last season

Number of 
new 

participants

Number of 
returning 

participants

Number of 
lost 

participants

Number of 
participants 
this season

+

Gain & Loss Definitions

Participation grows through either:

• Bringing new participants into the sport
We call these “new” – they never participated 
before this season

• Bringing previous participants back into 
the sport
We call these “returned” – they took at least the 
previous season off but returned this season.

+ - =
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New Returned

The number of lost 
participants 
outpaced 
new/returned 
participants for 
skiing and 
snowboarding



Challenges & Opportunities
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Race/Ethnicity of Skiers & Snowboarders 
Compared to the US Pop. 

Proportion of all skiers Proportion of all Snowboarders Proportion of US Population

Snowboarders more closely match the 
race/ethnicity of the US population

Compared to the 
race/ethnicity of the 
broader US:

• Skiers are more likely to 
be White than the 
population as a whole.

• Snowboarders are more 
likely to be Hispanic or 
Black than the 
population as a whole.

• A greater proportion of 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
Americans are skiers 
and snowboarders 
compared to their 
proportion in the overall 
population.
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A higher proportion of Hispanics snowboard than ski

A higher 
proportion of 
White and Asian 
Americans 
participate in 
skiing.

A higher 
proportion of 
Hispanic 
Americans 
participate in 
snowboarding.



Participation rates are declining for skiing but 
increasing for snowboarding 
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Hispanic

Figures on this page use previous year definitions of race/ethnicity for tracking over time. Definitions were updated in 2023/24.
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Hispanic

White
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The number of new 
skiing participants, 
year-over-year, has 
steadily declined.

The number of returned 
skiers has been 
increasing, but not 
enough to make up for 
the decline in “new”.

The number of lost 
participants has held 
steady the past three 
seasons.

The number of “new” skiing participants continues to decline
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While the number 
of new 
snowboarding 
participants has 
declined since 
2020/21, it has 
since stabilized.

Until last season, 
the number of 
lost participants 
had been steadily 
declining.

The number of “new” snowboarding participants has also 
declined, but at a lower rate

All figures in 000’s
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Both skiing and 
snowboarding have 
been seeing a decline 
in the number of new 
participants.

Skiing has also seen 
a decline in the 
number of new 
Hispanic participants 
while snowboarding 
has been holding 
steady.

All figures in 000’s

The number of new participants has been declining, 
except for Hispanic snowboarders

Number of New Participants (by sport and race/ethnicity)



SKI SNOWBOARD CROSS COUNTRY SNOWSHOE

Percent who are new 14% 17% 36% 22%

GENDER

Male 65% 65% 65% 64%

Female 35% 35% 35% 36%

AGE

6 to 17 32% 36% 28% 26%

18 to 34 38% 45% 48% 41%

35 to 54 27% 17% 19% 26%

55 and Over 3% 2% 6% 6%

New participants across sports are male and most commonly 
18 to 34



Downhill (Alpine) Skiing

Sledding Snowboarding

Snow 
shoeing

Uphill/ 
AT

Split 
board

Fat 
Bike

Snow 
mobiling

Cross-
country

The First Sport of Skiers
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The First Sport of Snowboarders

49%
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For about half of skiers and snowboarders, their first winter 
sport was something different



Wrapping Up



• Visitation to resorts has been on an upward trajectory, but this is in part due to participants going more 
often (vs. there being more participants).

• Overall snowsports participation has been growing, but not across all sports. Skiing, in particular, has been 
declining.

• A challenge for both skiing and snowboarding is the declining number of “new” participants, especially 
among White participants.

• Snowboarding on the whole has seen growth in part due to the growing number of Hispanic participants.

Summary





In addition to this report, SIA publishes a wide variety of research products across consumer, retail, 

and winter participation.

Copyright 2025 Snowsports Industries America. This information is proprietary and confidential and may not be disclosed in any manner, in whole or in part, to 
any third party without the express written consent of Snowsports Industries America.

About SIA research

• Consumer insights

• Insights into diversity in snowsports

• End of season retail sales report

• Wholesale sales and orders

• Participation insights report

• Consumer panel

– Year over year (YOY) surveys conducted across a nationwide 
group of consumers:

• Consumer anticipation (early season)

• Snowsports retail consumer behavior

• Retail and direct-to-consumer for snowsports

• Holiday purchases

• Snowsports used marketplace

• Snowsports consumer rental and service

• Snowsports technology and participation

• Diversity in the snowsports industry

• Custom research

• For more information, please reach out to 
research@snowsports.Org



Corona Insights, a Denver-based research, evaluation, and consulting 
firm, designed the research (with input from SIA), managed the 
execution of the survey, performed all analyses, and provided this report. 

Project Leads:

• David Kennedy, Principal/CEO

• Sam Keating, Senior Associate

1401 Lawrence St, Suite 1600

Denver, Colorado 80202

303.894.8246

CoronaInsights.com

Our research partner
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