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Joseph Brubaker –
International Trade Attorney

• (1) Snowsports Industries: Advised clients on trade matters for helmets, skis, gloves, 
boots, clothing, shoes, bags, and other recreational equipment.

• (2) Expertise: Assists companies with products, services, intellectual property, and 
general business issues globally. 

• (3) Global Experience: Advised on matters relating to over 200 countries. Served as 
legal counsel to the Republic of Bulgaria, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic 
of the Philippines, Romania, and the Republic of Uzbekistan and as legal counsel 
against the Argentine Republic, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and the United 
States of America. 

• (4) International Boards: Serves as chair of the Utah District Export Council, on the 
board of the World Trade Center Utah, on the board of 47G, on the Utah Advisory 
Committee for the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition, and as former chair of the 
International section of the Utah Bar.
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What are the customs duties?

(1) U.S. Duties on Foreign Imports
(2) U.S. Duties on Mexico Imports
(3) U.S. Duties on Canadian Imports
(4) U.S. Duties on Chinese Imports



(1) What duties will you pay today?
(Excluding Mexico, Canada, and China)

Total Tariff, except for Imports for 
China:
• Base Duty +
• 10% Duty + 
• Any Special Duties (AD / CVD)



What are base duties?



What are the 10% duties?

President Trump announced 10% duties on April 2, 2025, effective April 5, 2025.



How do we feel about 10% duties?

• Global Trade War: The world is experiencing a 
protectionist spiral, paralleling effects of the U.S. 
Smoot-Hawley Act of 1930, which led to an average 
tariff rate among major economies of 22% in 1947. 

• The 90s are Over: By 1999, the average tariff rate 
among all major economies had fallen to only 3%.

• Global Tariff Increase: As of March 1, the “Group of 
20” largest economies have 4,650 import restrictions, 
an increase of nearly 900% since 2008.

• Not just the United States: Before President Trump, 
many nations were already increasing trade barriers, 
targeting China’s manufacturing sector to protect 
domestic industries.



What are the exceptions to the 10% duty?

The 10% duties do not apply to goods already in transit. 



What are the exceptions to the 10% duty?

The 10% duties do not apply to “U.S. Content” of more than 20%. 



What are the exceptions to the 10% duty?

More exceptions:
• Items subject to Section 232 Aluminum/Steel Tariffs
• Items listed in 37-page Annex II

(gold and silver, critical minerals, items likely to be 
subject to Section 232 tariffs soon (copper, 
pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, and lumber 
articles))

• Humanitarian Donations
• Information Materials
• Luggage



What about the additional tariffs previously 
announced on other countries?

President Trump tweeted a 90-day 
pause yesterday.  



(2) What duties will you pay today for 
imports from Mexico?

Total Tariff, except for Imports for 
China:
• Base Duty +
• 25% / 10% Duty +

(No drawback)
• Any Special Duties 

(Section 232, AD / CVD)



What are base duties?



What are the 25% duties?

President Trump announced 25% duties on February 1, 2025, that were suspended 
and then went into effect on March 4, 2025.



What are the 10% duties?

The duties are reduced to 10% for 
potash, a critical mineral primarily used 
as a fertilizer and essential for growing 
corn, wheat, and soybeans.



What are the exceptions to the 25% / 10% 
duties?

The 25% / 10% duties do not apply to goods already in transit by March 4, 2025. 



What are the exceptions to the 25% / 10% 
duties?

On April 2, 2025, President Trump confirmed again that the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement still applies.



(3) What duties will you pay today for 
imports from Canada?

Total Tariff, except for Imports for 
China:
• Base Duty +
• 25% / 10% Duty +

(No drawback)
• Any Special Duties 

(Section 232, AD / CVD)



What are base duties?



What are the 25% duties?

President Trump announced 25% duties on February 1, 2025, that were suspended 
and then went into effect on March 4, 2025.



What are the 10% duties?

The duties are reduced to 10% for “energy or energy resources” and for potash. 



What are the exceptions to the 25% / 10% 
duties?

The 25% / 10% duties do not apply to goods already in transit by March 4, 2025. 



What are the exceptions to the 25% / 10% 
duties?

On April 2, 2025, President Trump confirmed that the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement still applies.



(4) What duties will you pay today for 
imports from China?

Total Tariff, except for Imports for 
China:
• Base Duty +
• 100% / 50% / 25% / 7.5 % + 

(Section 301)
• 20% Duty + 

(Fentanyl, No Drawback) 
• 125% Duty +
• Any Special Duties 

(AD / CVD)



What are base duties?



What are the Section 301 duties?

Unfair Trade Practices: 2018-Present



What are the 10% + 10% Fentanyl Duties?

On February 1, 2025, President Trump imposed an additional 10% duties on all imports from China.

On March 3, 2025, President Trump imposed an additional 10% duties on all imports from China.  



What are the 125% Duties?

When announcing Liberation Day’s duties, President Trump warned against 
retaliation.  China retaliated by matching President Trump’s tariffs.



What are the 125% duties?

President Trump announced 125% duties on China yesterday.  



What are the exceptions to the 125% duties?

The 125% duties do not apply to goods already in transit by April 10, 2025. 



What are the exceptions to the 125% duty?

The 10% duties do not apply to “U.S. Content” of more than 20%. 



What are the exceptions to the 125% duty?

More exceptions:
• Items subject to Section 232 Aluminum/Steel Tariffs
• Items listed in 37-page Annex II

(gold and silver, critical minerals, items likely to be 
subject to Section 232 tariffs soon (copper, 
pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, and lumber 
articles))

• Humanitarian Donations
• Information Materials
• Luggage



Strategies for Avoiding / Reducing U.S. Duties

• Section 321 Shipments (De Minimis)

• Tariff Engineering (Base, 232, 301)

• First Sale Valuation

• Avoid Importing into the United States

• Free Trade Zones / Bonded Facilities?

• Operational Engineering

• Lobbying



What is the future for Section 321 
Shipments?

President Trump ordered the end of Section 321 exemptions for Chinese imports.



Joseph Brubaker –
International Trade Attorney

• (1) Snowsports Industries: Advised clients on trade matters for helmets, skis, gloves, 
boots, clothing, shoes, bags, and other recreational equipment.

• (2) Expertise: Assists companies with products, services, intellectual property, and 
general business issues globally. 

• (3) Global Experience: Advised on matters relating to over 200 countries. Served as 
legal counsel to the Republic of Bulgaria, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic 
of the Philippines, Romania, and the Republic of Uzbekistan and as legal counsel 
against the Argentine Republic, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and the United 
States of America. 
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board of the World Trade Center Utah, on the board of 47G, on the Utah Advisory 
Committee for the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition, and as former chair of the 
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