
State of the US Winter Industry



The annual gross 
economic output of  
outdoor recreation is 
$1.2 trillion in 2023
• 2.3% of current dollar 

GDP
• In 2023, conventional 

outdoor recreation 
accounted for 31.4% of 
U.S. outdoor recreation 
value added, compared 
with 32.7 %in 2022

Snow activities was $7.7 
billion in current-dollar 
value added.
• Snow activities was the 

largest conventional 
activity in Colorado, Utah, 
and Vermont. 

US Outdoor Recreation Economy



This shows year-over-year changes and 

calculates the cumulative change from a pre-
pandemic baseline (Winter 2018/2019). 

US Wholesale Trends



Snowsport participation 
topped 30M in 2023-24 

• Snowsport participation is 
defined as having 
participated at least once 
during the season in one 
of our tracked sports.

• Growth was driven by 
snowboard and sledding, 
while other sports saw 
small growth or even 
declines. 

Snowsports Consumers



The share of participants who 

are Hispanic and/or Black has 

continued to increase. 

• Approximately 13 percent of 

participants identified as Black

• 17% identified as Hispanic

• Asian/Pacific Islander 

participation was relatively 

unchanged

• Participation among 

White/Caucasian decreased 

slightly

Snowsports Consumers



The demographics of the 
US are changing…..

• In 2019, for the first time, 
more than half of the 
nation’s population under 
age 16 identified as a racial 
or ethnic minority. 
(Brookings Institute)

• By 2044 Americans that 
identify as a race and 
ethnicity other than non-
Hispanic White is predicted 
to increase to over 50%. 
(Brookings Institute)

Inclusivity Isn’t Optional Anymore



PFAS ROADMAP FOR SUPPLIERS

DOES YOUR
BUSINESS

HAVE >$120MM
ANNUAL
SALES? 

DOES YOUR
PRODUCT

QUALIFY AS
“OUTDOOR
APPAREL

FOR SEVERE
WET

CONDITIONS”
AS DEFINED

IN NY S1322?

DO YOU SELL
APPAREL IN

OR SHIP TO NY?
DO THEY
CLASSIFY

AS "OUTDOOR
APPAREL FOR
SEVERE WET
CONDITIONS"
AS OUTLINED
IN CA-1817?

DO YOU SELL
TEXTILES

OR APPAREL IN
OR SHIP TO CA?

DO YOUR HARD
GOODS HAVE

TEXTILE
CONPONENTS
WITH PFAS? 

DO ANY OF YOUR
IMPORTED/MANUFACTURED
PRODUCTS FROM 2011-2022

CONTAIN PFAS?

DOES YOUR '25 APPAREL
CONTAIN PFAS?

DO YOUR ‘25 YOUR
TEXTILE PRODUCTS

CONTAIN PFAS?
(INCL. APPAREL)

DO YOU MANUFACTURE
OR IMPORT HARD GOODS

CONTAINING PFAS?

DO YOU MANUFACTURE,
SELL OR IMPORT

SKI WAX WITH PFAS?

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO YES NO

REPORT
DUE TO

THE
EPA

1/11/26

REPORT
DUE TO

THE
EPA

7/11/26

NO ACTION

DO NOT SELL OUTDOOR APPAREL
INTENDED FOR EXTREME OR EXTENDED

USE IN SEVERE WET CONDITIONS IN
CO WITHOUT A LABEL AS DEFINED

BY CO-24081

EXEMPT IN NY UNTIL 1/1/28

DO NOT
SELL IN OR
SHIP TO NY

PROVIDE YOUR RETAIL
PARTNERS WITH A

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE.
TEMPLATE PROVIDED BY SIA

EXEMPT IN
CA UNTIL

1/1/28

DO NOT
SELL IN OR
SHIP TO CA

PROVIDE YOUR RETAIL
PARTNERS WITH A

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE.
TEMPLATE PROVIDED BY SIA

FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR
TEXTILES

FACTORY APPLIED WAX MAY BE

PROHIBITED FOR SALE IN
VT 7/1/23, MN 1/1/25

OK TO SELL NO SALE IN
VT AFTER 7/1/23,
MN, 1/1/25 AND

ME, 1/1/25

NO ACTION

SIA Disclaimer: The Snowsport Industries America, Inc. (SIA) neither warrants nor guarantees the truthfulness or accuracy of the information contained herein. Users of this document must independently confirm the accuracy of its contents. SIA hereby disclaims any and all liability for the information contained herein, and all persons or
entities using this document hereby expressly agree to waive, release, defend and indemnify SIA against any and all claims or losses which may arise out of or relate to the use of this document.*
* Currently, some states such as CA, CO & MN are banning the sale of juvenile products with PFAS designed for use by infants or children under 12 years of age. As written, the laws are unclear and evolving and we will update this chart as more details are available.

BASED ON 1/1/25
COMPLIANCE DEADLINE
9-7-24

SUPPLIER

TEXTILES
(CA)

EPA APPAREL
(NY/CO)

HARD GOODS SKI WAX

Navigating Complex Regulations are
the New Norm



Tariffs

• 20% tariff on all Chinese imports

• 25% tariff on all imports from Mexico

• 25% tariff on all imports from Canada

• 25% tariff on extruded aluminum & 

steel products and derivatives from EU, 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, 

Mexico, South Korea, UK, and Ukraine

• Counter tariffs on US products



• We are seeing an increase in winter precipitation 
falling as rain instead of snow (The National 
Environmental Education Foundation).

• Winter is 34 days shorter since 1982 
(American Geophysical Union)

• Climate change could lead to continued 
shortening of the snow season (NYT). 

• Western US has experienced a 41% drop in 
snowfall. (American Geophysical Union). 

• An average of 3.4% of retail sales are directly 
affected by changes in the weather each year 
(National Retail Federation).

• “Skier visitation declined 9.5% compared to the 
prior year, driven by unfavorable conditions across 
our resorts in North America and Australia,” 
Kirsten Lynch (Vail Daily).

Climate risk isn’t a ‘later’ issue. 
It’s a ‘now’ issue. 

http://www.neefusa.org/weather-and-climate/weather/winter-weather-trends-and-projections
http://www.neefusa.org/weather-and-climate/weather/winter-weather-trends-and-projections


Business Resilience



"When one door closes, another door 
opens; but we so often look so long 
and so regretfully upon the closed 
door, that we do not see the ones 

which open for us." 

― Alexander Graham Bell
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